Vedanthangal Bird Sanctuary (12.5449 0 N & 79.8564 0 E), located 85km south-west of Chennai City, with 30ha of water spread area has been home to around 30,000 birds during the peak breeding season (November to March) for over two centuries. As part of a long-term waterbird survey in the sanctuary, on 10 January 2009 at 1430hr, we came across a duck that had red head with grey banded bill in a small patch of open water. To our surprise, we identified it as the Common Pochard Aythya ferina. Before the bird flew away from the sanctuary, the first author managed to get the bird trapped in his camera (NIKON D50 with 300 mm NIKOR Tele lens) (Image 1). Perusal through the available According to Ali & Ripley (1969) , the Common Pochard is one of the commonest diving ducks which 
